II.

AHiEE st 23t
A 14 1t
AHEQ] Q17 A&l 718 MEHQ2)

Q17 MBS Eo) TRIAEE BRI
5 A 915 7he A

— i
o

—

s

DN

S

ot oz,
—

(@))

[OV]

_q4: :3, €% 4:19, 7 31:23

gt 7Hdo] gl MEs 27 918 Haet FYC] 22 ohirt dEAl= Aot — & 18:18, 26, B
16:3, HF 4:19.

A. 7Hg QoA ofli7F AR Q] el MeEs 2k ol FEAA] Bt dH 2 AFILE 2HEsHA
& Zloth
T2 E oA oifi= QPRAIA] Eotof Sttt Td2iut 7P E fleh ARIAQl w3 Meto] As

Flok= Aol A01Al= OhfS0] FA|OF BT

C. EE 7oA ohli7t wg] MeEsS 2] Qs FaAdthH & 7150] 1s] dE o R S0]1eE

Z10] o #1942 ZI0ITh. o] &7HR|o] oM RE ofz=ele2 Belartes metor ot — &

18:18, 26, & 16:3, H= 4:19.

1. AHfs0] mele] A9 2l FUELE ZIAE HOKIE o] G 7IA] Z&10] QU014
AHiE0] AEAA] Hote S oh= Sullh ¥ & of=6tA] HOLop Stk

2. B A walols JAAQ wel dEgs fld ks "Hoiet of a9 RS0l
g Qsith

3. AR7} FEAA o]Ao] HizZ 189 nEo] Rls AYE PElolA Hojxd 2otk

<2 0] BolA MR w88 #alstal 1 thEo f219] 71dE SET—Ha T 2:2,
A. T 31F 23E2 2=t oflof thell Wetth "1 e 11 8o FEE HEC] 7o gron

AFEQ] Oh= HEZ} T,

1. O] 7 YRE g 22 F2 71F0] ofLzt Al
7H7IcY,

2. YR RO 715 S 7Pl MR E A2 TIEEAE & E20] "ok 13U s
SHEEAIA 2T E Tol FA SRS HEA] &olol sith, 2u]& 25 22071 o] ol =
FE 581} o] Althof] 227} Al e 582 wslete Ag THEA] Zgotor Sty —
3:3-11, 8 12:1,4-5, H1 8 1:1-11, A] 132:1-5.

3. GAPL ARLlQO] ofE Qe YHOEA, A9 AHAEE Qla OMHAIZA] 7PEo HEE
212 & E20] "9t 18U G AAR0] JogE= ARlO OlE FF oz TEAL
Al RHAE0] AGUHA & oJFo] gitt 718 oF AHAE0] Al 59 HRIE MAste s
TE ¢ A Holrt,

a. A5ge dHoz sttdAA AR AEistAlal mvlg] Fotilo] 8 ot —
1:4-5, #A& 1:2-3.

b. YAl ARAO] 715 HE AR HHCHHE 19| HE AN E0] AFLA € Zolgtal
MZLSHA] Eotor ST H4 e ok MEE AT ofA= AEdA] Eaittal 2Ho)
2SI — & 9:10-13.

4, Role BF 229 AFHEE 7I9E fU9 9FE rfsfor st Lt E=SF
BRES 820 o AHAEE ESEl QojA B2 Qs o shud Holgtes A
HHEA] 7HEOOF STt
a. o7} o}FE] ARAET Be AR BT} Slgt: AHES HIFA Z= 713

7HR 2l EfOTHTE AN E0] OJEA & ZI017te 159 S} mij< & 0] Atk

b. 29 RHHE0] Hojd of I 71de @eloA €y A Zal Aoz FHI)
Z2E0 g ATt —H| F 9:11-18.

S|

[e)

O

OOII

| FaQ g olgte As
=

o rir

o



5. OFHA|QL HHO] 7WOﬂ His 22 ARl HMoMe =xo] 2 + AR T1Z210]
°

GHQl HolA ARAE9 oL d8e dFEsHKE Zeth 229 A7 FEhl
GE Q1 Atgto] & 74017}01 B oA g2 7A | ohuel sheA g UATH
. B]AEQI0] Mg Ex= 5] AEoll J710] 23 ¢t Y= st Axjoltt 1HEE
22)9] 7VE M2 13| 4 % QLo & Q=& ojo} om_ nt 16:16-19, 2 1:1-2.
1. Sel= shtidol B4l IIH oE AL w3t HluE = QItks A& 7iEotof sith, e =2
13| dets Hutkle fel9l 7HE M Solottt — 1t 13:45-46, & 20:28, & 5:25-27,
3] 12:2, & 1:2.
2. 289 7}@) AMeto] ng] M oto R Qg mztol a9 7P MEo] A7 & Zio]t.
3. 28 P9 7HEe =8 g dgdor smm WI7F SRS mE Hofl Q=
EHHE}E Ag Hotop sttt — ¢ 6:4, 9H 3 2,4,12, & 2:4-5, 0} 13:45-486.
4. e 29 HE JIF0] 1S WS W o} ﬂsa] Mg OlOE OILYE 4 QLS
L QLoF STt o] HEQ1 Aol &3 EA|OITH
. 19 Mg Wglo] 7 911;—% Solf AXF o2 #AE7| W20l w3 A0 siAF o,
1. ug AFE0] QULHH nsl= HIFAZEO Zojth ug A7 AR g MEsS
T8

2. 2Ule OJHUSO] &7 2O ololgs e sFe=A Wdor 7| falo] FHojd 5
ALE Asl|ofF ot
a. tl 89| AHiE = o WOl st o] Mo} 7HH ofo]5
Al 8ol A2 7]E Al2lol goigt o= AT
b. JL§]E of Zg IHdl mezA ojHLS0] ololes e de ddstte Zl&
c. ] 9]01] Bt RR SIS 71w o) SElis o] 2Ake) Qo).

o
i
i
An
[
™
1=
°
o
Pal



Apejol ErollA] w

The main function of the sisters both in the church and in the family is to preserve and maintain life. In a
family it is the wife, not primarily the husband, who maintains life. If a father is not at home, the children are
not affected as much as when the mother is away from home. The success of a home depends on the function
of the wife and mother. It is the same in the church life Much of the burden of the church life is on the
shoulders of the sisters. The condition of a church depends on the sisters. When the sisters are healthy, living,
and going on, the church is healthy, living, and going on. In caring for many things in the church life, the
sisters must rise up to bear the burden.

OPENING TO THE LORD
TO REMAIN NEW, FRESH, AND LIVING

The secret of being new, fresh, and living is to always be open to the Lord so that He can come into us in
a practical way. Day by day and hour after hour the Lord desires to have a way to come into us. However, we
are not always open to Him. A sister may be unhappy with her husband and may remain in this condition for
several days. During this time she may close her inner being and may not be open to the Lord. As long as she
is unhappy and closed, the Lord will have no way to come into her practically. She will not be new, fresh, and
living again until she puts aside her unhappiness and opens anew to the Lord. Being new, fresh, and living
depends on whether or not we are open to the Lord and give Him the way to come into us.

CARING FIRST FOR THE CHURCH
AND THEN FOR OUR FAMILY

Proverbs 31:23 says of the worthy woman, “ Her husband is known in the gates, When he sits among the
elders of the land.” This verse indicates that the place for a man is “ in the gates,” the place of
administration, and not primarily at home. Many people have the concept that a husband should spend his
time to be with his wife and children. For a man to remain at home with his family is a great help to them.
However, we must know the purpose for which we were placed on the earth by God. Before a man enlists in
military service, he may consider that his purpose is to care for his wife and children. After he enlists,
however, his purpose changes, and it is no longer possible for him to stay at home with his family. While a
war is raging, soldiers must forsake everything else, even their own lives. Although a soldier s wife and
children miss him and need him, he must put his nation before his family. In such a case the entire family
must put the nation ahead of the family. Likewise, we need to see what the purpose of our existence is. We
are on the earth to care first for the church and then for our family.

It is truly helpful for a man to stay at home to be a husband to his wife and a father to his children.
However, in himself, a husband is not able to make his wife spiritual and cause his children to be regenerated.
At best he can help the children to improve their behavior. Regeneration altogether depends upon God’ s
selection and predestination before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4-5; 1 Pet. 1:2-3). We should not
think that if a man spends all his time with his family, all his children will be regenerated. If this were the
case, there would be no need for God’ s selection and predestination. The Bible tells us clearly that Jacob was
selected and Esau was not (Rom. 9:10-13). We should not think that Isaac could have done something to
cause both of his sons to be selected. Only God, not Isaac, could decide this. For a father and a husband to
remain at home may be a help on the human side, but it cannot determine the salvation and spirituality of the
children on the spiritual side. Whether or not our children will be saved and be spiritual is up to God, not up
to us.

The New Testament does not tell us the names of the wives and children of the apostles. Because all the
apostles were “ drafted” into the heavenly, divine, and spiritual “ military service,” their home and family
were secondary to them. Although we do not have the portion that the early apostles had, we are in the same
position as they were and have the same purpose. To be sure, the Bible tells us that we need to care for our
children and raise them in the way of the Lord (Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4; 2 Tim. 3:15), but we must also realize
that we have been drafted into the heavenly military service. If for the sake of the Lord" s work we sacrifice
our time with our children, our sacrifice will be very small compared to what the Lord gains. Many times this



kind of sacrifice cannot be avoided. We all must realize that the church is the primary purpose of our being
on the earth and is what we are living for in this age.

We should all do our duty concerning the raising of our children, but we must also realize that the care of
the parents is only one of many factors in the children’ s upbringing. Children are born with a disposition
that cannot be changed even if we spend more time with them. A carpenter knows that no matter how much
he works on a certain kind of wood, it cannot become a different kind. What our children turn out to be is
very much related to their birth, which cannot be changed even if their father stays home with them the
whole day. The disposition that our children are born with is not up to us but altogether according to the
Lord" s mercy. (CWWL, 1975-1976. vol. 3, “ Practical Points for the Sisters Concerning the Building Up of the
Church,” pp. 137-139)

THE VANITY OF HUMAN LIFE

Apart from the Triune God, the human life is altogether empty and vain. I was born into a very poor
family; hence, I suffered great poverty in my childhood. Despite my family’ s poverty I endeavored to acquire
a high education. By the Lord’ s mercy [ gained a decent education and a well-paying job. However, in 1933,
I gave up my job in order to answer the Lord" s call to serve Him full time. Consequently, I chose to become
poor for the Lord’ s sake. Yet by the Lord’ s grace I can testify that in His work a great amount of money
has passed through my hands.

After passing through all kinds of experiences, I can say that the totality of human life is vanity. Every
aspect of the human life, including wealth and poverty, is vain. For this reason the wise King Solomon said
that everything under the sun is vanity of vanities (Eccl. 1:2, 14). Young people should work hard to be
successful in their pursuit of an occupation in order to support their family. However, they need to realize
that whether or not they succeed, their human life is vanity.

THE CHURCH LIFE BEING
THE PURPOSE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Without Christ the human life is vain. However, with Christ our human life is altogether meaningful; the
human life with Christ is the Christian life. In contrast to the vanity of the human life, the Christian life is
exceedingly purposeful (1 Pet. 1:18). Although Christ is the life of every Christian (Col. 3:4), the church is the
purpose of the Christian life. If we have only Christ yet do not participate in the church life, our Christian life
is without purpose. The Christian life is not only for Christ but also for the church. If we are faithful to the
Lord, He will reveal to us that He is for the church, which is His Body (Eph. 1:22-23). Christ was incarnated,
lived the human life, and carried out His public ministry in order to produce the church. He went to the cross,
falling into the ground as a grain of wheat so that He might produce many grains for the church, His
corporate expression (John 12:24; Eph. 1:22-23; 5:25-27). In resurrection He regenerated the believers in
order to bring forth His Body, the church (1 Pet. 1:3). If we intend to take Christ as our life, He will indicate
that He desires us to live a life for the church. If we are not for the church, He will not be happy with us.
Because the church is Christ’ s goal and destiny, it should also be our goal and destiny. We need to see that
the church is the meaning of the Christian life.

When I was a young believer, I was taught that Christ is the meaning of my human life. Nevertheless, it
was not until I turned to the church that both my human life and Christian life became purposeful. Through
the years I have been persecuted and defamed because I have emphasized in my ministry not only Christ but
also the church (Eph. 5:32). I have preached Christ with the church and for the church. Apart from the
church, our Christian life has no purpose.

Human life is vanity, but the church, which is the purpose of the Christian life, is a great reality, for the
church is the mingling of man with the Triune God as the unique reality (4:4-6; John 14:6; 17:17; 1 John
5:6) In order for us to be normal Christians, we need to have the genuine church life. In the eyes of God,
nothing in the universe counts except Christ and the church.

BRINGING OUR FAMILY LIFE INTO THE CHURCH LIFE



The church life is the purpose of the Christian life, and it is a great reality in the universe. Hence, our
family life should be brought into the church life. We should help all the members of our family to be not
only saved but also brought into the church life. This is a matter of spiritual warfare.

We need to realize that in the sight of God, nothing compares with the church. Thus, apart from the
church life, our family life is vanity. Only when our family life is brought into the church life will it be reality.
While we need to bear the responsibility of taking care of our family, we need to see that the church is a
treasure in God’ s heart.

In order for the saints in the church life to meet the Lord’ s requirements, they need to realize that in
the sight of God, the genuine church life is the kingdom of God. Romans 14:17 says, “ The kingdom of God is
not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” Because the context here
deals with the church life in the present age, this verse is a strong proof that, in a practical sense, the proper
church life is the kingdom of God.

Although many Christians appreciate the Lord" s charge in Matthew 6:33 to seek first the Father’ s
kingdom and His righteousness, few realize that the kingdom of God in this age is the church life. This is
confirmed by the Lord’ s word in Matthew 16:18-19, which says, “ Upon this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the
heavens.” In these verses kingdom of the heavens is used interchangeably with church, indicating that the
genuine church is the kingdom of the heavens in this age. For this reason Matthew 18:17 reveals that the
believers are to obey the church. If a brother sins, we first need to deal with him in love (v. 15), then by two
or three witnesses (v. 16), and finally through the church with authority. Verse 17 says, “ If he refuses to
hear them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to hear the church also, let him be to you just like the
Gentile and the tax collector.” If a believer refuses to hear the church, he will lose the fellowship of the
church. The Gospel of Matthew, a book on the kingdom, reveals that the church life is the practical kingdom
of God on earth in the present age. If we are sincere with the Lord about seeking first the kingdom of God,
we must be in the church life. Apart from the church life we cannot be in the kingdom of God in a practical
way.

Furthermore, the church meetings are crucial because the church life is practically expressed by the
church meetings. Without the church meetings, the church is something ethereal; it cannot be manifested in
a practical way. The church meetings constitute the practical church life. Thus, we should not come to the
church meetings empty-handed. Rather, we should come with a portion of Christ and offer it to God and
share it with others by functioning in the meetings. (CWWL, 1952, vol. 1, “ Miscellaneous Messages in
Anaheim,” msg. 7, pp. 27-30)
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